CLIVE
to attack; but during the night he changed his
and having succeeded in putting the French guns out of
action, with the support of Mir Jafar's cavalry he utterly
routed the whole of the Nawab's army on 23rd June 1757.
Surajah Dowlah was taken prisoner and put to death; Mir
Jafar was installed as Nawab in his place; and large
sums of money were paid as compensation to the East
India Company, Clive himself receiving a quarter of a
million sterling as a personal gift.
From this victory, a scrimmage, but one of the decisive
battles of the world, British dominion in India is usually
held to date, for it was as much a blow to the French
as to the Mogul Emperor and his subordinate princes*
Olive's genuine belief was that only one European nation
could be in control in India; and his policy was to eliminate
the others as opportunity offered* He was now appointed
Governor of the Company's possessions in Bengal, and
there he remained for two years. He did not neglect
British interests in the South, though he clearly informed
the Board at home that Calcutta should be the centre of
their power; nor did he hesitate to tell his directors how
they should manage their business. The elder Pitt agreed
with his forward policy and had as great an admiration for
Clive as Clive had for him, though Clive always said that
peace was the most valuable of all blessings,
In 1760 he again returned to England. He was received
by the young King, George III, to whom he gave a large
diamond; was described by Pitt as a "heaven-born
General/1 and was honoured by many public ovations*
But for twelve months he was again laid up, and it was
not until his recovery that his successes were officially
recognised. He was then created an Irish peer, made a
Knight of the Bath, and elected BLR for Shrewsbury, a
seat he kept for the rest of his life; but his request for
a British peerage was not granted* In Parliament lie
supported George Grenville's administration, though he
U